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I'M VERY PLEASED TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH
NI

YOU TODAY. I KNOW THAT YOU HAVE BEEN BUSY THE PAST DAY-AND-
-4-

A-HALF, AND I'M SURE THAT THE CENSUS SEMINAR-WORKSHOP HAS

BEEN PRODUCTIVE, WE APPRECIATE THE EFFORTS OF JACK BERESFORD

AND THE CLEARINGHOUSE AND LABORATORY FOR CENSUS DATA IN

PRESENTING THIS SEMINAR-WORKSHOP. AND WE ARE GRATEFUL TO

DR, MATHIES AND THE EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES SECTION

OF THE ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES OF THE

ALA FOR SPONSORING THE PROGRAM.

SEVERAL OFFICIALS FROM THE OENSUS BUREAU HAVE ADDRESSED

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OVER THE YEARS. GOING BACK

0/ 20 YEARS, WE FOUND ONE SPEECH WHICH WAS ENTITLED, "INDEXING

AND DISTRIBUTION OF CENSUS PUBLICATIONS." I READ THAT TALK

TO SEE WHAT THE OFFICIAL HAD IN MIND THAT DAY, SINCE THIS IS

8 A SUBJECT WHICH IS AS IMPORTANT TODAY AS IT WAS THEN. FOR THE

0 MOST PART, THE OFFICIAL DESCRIBED THE BASIC PUBLICATIONS FOR

FINDING STATISTICAL DATA SUCH AS THE STATISTICAL ABSTRACT.,
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COUNTY AND CITY DATA BOOK. AND CENSUS CATALOG AND ITS SUPPLEMENTS.

HE ALSO DESCRIBED THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR CENSUS BUREAU

REPORTS.

WE ARE STILL DEEPLY CONCERNED, OF COURSE, WITH HELPING

PEOPLE TO OBTAIN DATA, JUST AS YOU ARE. BUT BOTH THE CENSUS

BUREAU AND THE LIBRARIES HAVE MORE COMPLEX ROLES TO FULFILL

THESE DAYS THAN WE DID 20 YEARS AGO. I AM AWARE OF THE SOUND

RELATIONSHIP WHICH HAS BEEN BUILT OVER THE YEARS BETWEEN THE

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND THE CENSUS BUREAU. WE ARE

TAKING STEPS TO STRENGTHEN THIS LIAISON AND THAT IS THE MAIN

SUBJECT OF MY TALK TODAY.

BUT FIRST LET ME BRIEF YOU ON ACTIVITIES AT THE BUREAU.

I THINK A GOOD MIRROR FOR REFLECTING CURRENT WORK PLANS AT THE

BUREAU IS OUR 1975 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET. THIS BUDGET HAS BEEN

SUBMITTED TO CONGRESS AND WE AWAIT ITS APPROVAL. I WILL MENTION

SOME ITEMS IN THE BUDGET.

LET ME FIRST POINT OUT, HOWEVER, THAT ONE OF OUR MOST

IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES IS NOT COVERED IN THE BUDGET AT ALL. I'M

REFERRING TO THE WORK WE DO FOR OUTSIDE AGENCIES ON A REIMBURSABLE

BASIS THAT IS, DATA COLLECTION AND PROCESSING, AND SPECIAL

TABULATIONS. THIS WORK HAS EXPANDED SO RAPIDLY IN RECENT YEARS

THAT IT GENERATES INCOME WHICH NEARLY MATCHES THE AMOUNT WE HAVE

REQUESTED DIRECTLY FROM CONGRESS. WE EXPECT THIS WORK FOR OUTSIDE

AGENCIES TO GENERATE MORE THAN $61 MILLION IN THE NEW FISCAL YEAR.

MORE THAN $56 MILLION OF IT WILL BE GENERATED BY WORK FOR OTHER

FEDERAL AGENCIES. THE REMAINING $5 MILLION WILL BE IN THE FORM

OF WORK FOR NON-FEDERAL AGENCIES.
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A SIZABLE PROPORTION OF THE MONEY WHICH WE HAVE REQUESTED

DIRECTLY IS IN ACATEGORY WHICH WE CALL "PERIODIC CENSUSES AND

PROGRAMS." BRIEFLY, IT WILL PERMIT THE BUREAU TO CONTINUE TO

PRODUCE PERIODIC CENSUS DATA ON A TIMELY BASIS. IT WILL PERMIT

EXPANSION OF OUR GEOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES. AND IT WILL ALLOW

EXPANSION OF THE AGENCY'S DATA PROCESSING FACILITIES.

THE LARGEST AMOUNT, BY FAR, IN THIS CATEGORY IS FOR THE

1974 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, WHICH WILL BE TAKEN DURING THE

FIRST FEW MONTHS OF 1975. THIS CATEGORY ALSO INCLUDES FUNDS

TO COMPLETE THE REPORTS FROM THE 1972 ECONOMIC CENSUSES, I'M

PLEASED TO SAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ADHERE TO A SCHEDULE

THAT WILL PERMIT US TO PRODUCE THE MAJOR PUBLICATION SERIES

FROM THESE ECONOMIC CENSUSES FROM NINE TO 12 MONTHS EARLIER

THAN IN 1967.

WE ARE MOVING DEEPER INTO THE PLANNING FOR THE TWENTIETH

DECENNIAL CENSUS OF POPULATION AND HOUSING IN 1930, AND THIS

IS REFLECTED IN THE NEW BUDGET. WE WANT TO DEVELOP ALTERNATIVE

SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED SO FAR BY THE BUREAU AND

USERS FROM THE LAST DECENNIAL CENSUS. WE WILL ANALYZE BASIC

DESIGN ALTERNATIVES FOR THE QUESTIONNAIRES AND CONDUCT PRE-

TESTS IN THE FIELD SO THAT MAIL TECHNIQUES CAN BE EXTENDED TO

NEW AREAS, TESTS ALSO WILL BE CONDUCTED TO EVALUATE ALTERNATIVE

PROCESSING TECHNIQUES.



THE NEW BUDGET CONTAINS ANOTHER ITEM WHICH WE CALL

INTERCENSAL DEMOGRAPHIC ESTIMATES. ESSENTIALLY, THIS IS A

PROGRAM TO PROVIDE POPULATION AND INCOME ESTIMATES FOR

APPROXIMATELY 38,500 GOVERNMENTAL UNITS WHICH ARE ELIGIBLE

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GENERAL REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM.

THE FUNDS WE HAVE REQUESTED FOR THE FISCAL YEAR WHICH

JUST STARTED A WEEK AGO WILL PERMIT US TO PERFORM A NUMBER

OF SPECIFIC NEW TASKS, SOME OF WHICH I THINK SHOULD BE

MENTIONED BRIEFLY.

THE ENERGY AND MATERIAL SHORTAGES, FOR INSTANCE, HAVE

HIGHLIGHTED THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE READY

ACCESS TO ALL OF THE INFORMATION NEEDED TO DEAL SUCCESSFULLY

WITH SOME OF OUR ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. SO WE PROPOSE TO DEVELOP

A RELIABLE BODY OF BASIC STATISTICAL DATA WHICH IS OF FUNDAMENTAL

IMPORTANCE DURING THIS ERA OF RAPID ECONOMIC CHANGE AND GREAT

UNCERTAINTY.

WE WANT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF DATA ON WHICH THE

GOVERNMENT RELIES TO MAKE DECISIONS ON SHORT SUPPLY COMMODITIES.

WE PROPOSE TO DO THIS BY OBTAINING MONTHLY DATA ON THE QUANTITIES

OF SELECTED CRITICAL ITEMS PRODUCED, AND THE AMOUNT HELD IN

INVENTORY BY MANUFACTURING AND WHOLESALE FIRMS.

WE PROPOSE AN ANNUAL SURVEY TO HELP MEASURE THE UTILIZATION

OF MANUFACTURING CAPACITY. WE ALSO HOPE TO ESTABLISH A ROTATING

SERIES OF INDUSTRIAL SURVEYS WHICH WILL IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF

THE GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT ESTIMATES AND PROVIDE MORE FREQUENT

INSIGHTS INTO THE USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES.
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SO I THINK YOU CAN SEE THAT THE CENSUS BUREAU IS PLAYING

A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE THESE DAYS, AND OUR WORK GOES FAR BEYOND

THE TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES WHICH HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE BUREAU

IN THE PAST. THEN TOO, WE HAVE DEVELOPED A VERY STRONG

ORIENTATION TOWARD THE USER OF CENSUS INFORMATION, AND THIS

IS PERHAPS THE GREATEST CHALLENGE WE FACE TODAY.

MANY OF YOU PROBABLY MOST OF YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE

ESTABLISHED AT THE BUREAU A DATA USER SERVICES OFFICE WHOSE

JOB IT IS TO REACH THE USERS WHEREEVER THEY ARE. THIS OFFICE

HAS DEVELOPED MANY WAYS TO CONTACT POTENTIAL AND ACTUAL USERS

THROUGH PUBLICATIONS, SEMINARS, CONFERENCES, AND OTHER SERVICES.

DUSO, AS WE CALL IT, OFFERS A NUMBER OF REFERENCE PUBLICATIONS

WHICH TELL PEOPLE WHERE TO GET INFORMATION, SUCH AS THE 1970

CENSUS USER GUIDE, THE MINI-GUIDE TO THE 1972 ECONOMIC CENSUSES,

AND THE BRAND NEW GUIDE TO PROGRAMS AND PUBLICATIONS. DUSO HAS

PRODUCED AN INDEX TO 1970 CENSUS SUMMARY TAPES AND IT IS PREPARING

TO RELEASE AN INDEX TO SELECTIVE 1970 CENSUS PUBLICATIONS. IT

ALSO PUBLISHES SMALL AREA DATA NOTES AND DATA ACCESS DESCRIPTIONS.

BEYOND THIS, THE DATA USER SERVICES OFFICE HOLDS A VARIETY

OF SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY TO

MEET THE NEEDS OF THE USER. WE HAVE FOR SEVERAL YEARS HELD

SEMINARS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL. WE HAVE

HELD A DOZEN CONFERENCES FOCUSING ON THE CONTENTS AND RESULTS

OF THE 1972 ECONOMIC CENSUSES WHICH HAVE DRAWN MORE THAN 2,100

ATTENDEES, AND WE PLAN SEVERAL MORE FOR THIS FALL. WE ALSO HAVE

HELD AND WILL HOLD WHAT WE CALL GBF/DIME WORKSHOPS TO EXPLAIN

HOW TO USE THE BUREAU'S GEOGRAPHIC REFERENCE FILES IN GEOCODING,

COMPUTER MAPPING AND MODELING.
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To PREPARE FOR THE 1980 CENSUS, THE BUREAU IS PLANNING

A SERIES OF MEETINGS AROUND THE COUNTRY IN COOPERATION WITH

THE DEMOGRAPHIC CENSUS STAFF. THESE MEETINGS WILL GIVE USERS

AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THEIR NEEDS FOR INFORMATION RELATIVE

TO THIS TWENTIETH DECENNIAL CENSUS. ANOTHER SET OF MEETINGS

WITH PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS TO ENLIST THEIR ASSISTANCE IN

PLANNING FOR THE 1980 CENSUS. ALL THESE MEETINGS WILL BE OPEN

FORUMS TO ENCOURAGE MAXIMUM INTERCHANGE OF IDEAS.

LET ME MENTION AT THIS POINT THAT THE BUREAU PLANS TO

DEVISE A SERIES OF SURVEYS TO FIND OUT WHO USES WHAT DATA AND

WHO PERHAPS SHOULD BE USING CENSUS DATA BUT ISN'T BECAUSE THEY

ARE NOT AWARE OF ITS AVAILABILITY. WE WANT TO KNOW WHY THEY

AREN'T USING IT OR WHY THEY CAN'T USE IT. THIS WILL BE A

LONG-RANGE PROJECT TO REACH THE BUSINESS, PUBLIC AND ACADEMIC

COMMUNITIES AND THE DEVELOPMENT AND MAILING OF THESE QUESTIONNAIRES

WILL MERELY BE THE FIRST STEP IN AN ON-GOING EFFORT.

THIS WHOLE QUESTION OF PUTTING DATA INTO THE HANDS OF THE

USERS IS A BURNING QUESTION INDEED. THE CENSUS BUREAU HAS AN

OBLIGATION TO THE USER TO DO THINGS RIGHT. BUT WE HAVE AN

EQUALLY STRONG OBLICATION TO DO THE RIGHT THINGS. AND WE ARE

CONVINCED THAT ONE OF THE RIGHT THINGS IS TO TIE INTO THE

NATION'S LIBRARY NETWORK SO THAT WE ARE BOTH PART OF THE SAME

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM.



PERHAPS THE PROBLEM CAN BE APPROACHED IN PART BY DOING

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN ENGLAND. THEY HAVE DEVELOPED A LIST OF

STATISTICAL PUBLICATIONS FOR USE IN LIBRARIES. NINE YEARS

AGO, AT A CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE ROYAL STATISTICAL SOCIETY

AND THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, IT BECAME CLEAR THAT RESEARCHERS

FREQUENTLY WERE UNAWARE OF STATISTICAL MATERIALS AND SERVICES

OFFERED BY THE LIBRARIES. IT ALSO BECAME APPARENT THAT

LIBRARIANS WERE NOT ALWAYS AWARE OF THE NEEDS OF THE STATISTICAINS

AND MANY DID NOT PROVIDE WHAT WAS NEEDED.

SO A COMMITTEE CALLED THE JOINT WORKING PARTY OF LIBRARIANS

AND ECONOMIC STATISTICIANS DEVELOPED A BOOKLET DESCRIBING THE

SOURCES OF BASIC STATISTICAL INFORMATION. THE BOOKLET CONTAINS

TWO LISTS. ONE IS A BASIC LIST CONSISTING OF THE TITLES OF A

FEW PUBLICATIONS WHICH THEY RECOMMENDED BE AVAILABLE TO EVERY

MEMBER OF ANY COMMUNITY FOR GENERAL REFERENCE. THE OTHER IS

AN EXTENDED LIST COVERING A LARGER NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS AND

INCLUDING MORE DETAILED STATISTICS ON THE MAIN TOPICS OF PUBLIC

INTEREST. THEY RECOMMENDED THAT THE PUBLICATIONS ON THIS ENTENDED

LIST BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE IN ALL THE LARGE POPULATION

CENTERS AND THAT SMALLER CENTERS SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR

EVERYTHING ON THIS LIST.

OVERLAPPING MATERIAL HAS BEEN AVOIDED AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE

IN SELECTING THE PUBLICATIONS FOR BOTH LISTS. THE BOOKLET ALSO

CONTAINS BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PURPOSE AND CONTENT OF THE

PUBLICATIONS, WHO PUBLISHES THEM, SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, AND HOW

OFTEN THEY ARE PUBLISHED. THE EXTENDED LIST IS CATEGORIZED INTO

MORE THAN A DOZEN SECTIONS COVERING THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND

ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF BRITISH LIFE.
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE DID MORE THAN JUST COMPILE, PUBLISH

AND DISTRIBUTE THE LISTS, IT EVALUATED THE PROJECT. FIRST,

IT ALLOWED ADEQUATE TIME FOR THE LIBRARIES TO OBTAIN PUBLICATIONS

MISSING FROM THE LISTS. THEN IT SURVEYED THE LIBRARIES TO

DETERMINE WHAT PERCENT WERE OFFERING ALL THE PUBLICATIONS LISTED.

FORTUNATELY, THEY FOUND THAT IN THE LARGER CENTERS, ALL THE

TITLED MATERIAL WAS SAID TO BE AVAILABLE, IN THE SMALLER

CENTERS THEY FOUND THAT ANY LIBRARY COULD DIRECT SOMEONE SEEKING

ECONOMIC INFORMATION TO A PARTICULAR LIBRARY IN THE VICINITY

WHICH HAD THE PUBLICATION BEING SOUGHT.

THIS IS SOMETHING WE MIGHT THINK ABOUT, AND IT WOULD BE A

GOOD PROJECT FOR THE LIBRARY AND STATISTICAL ASSOCIATIONS TO

STUDY. THE CENSUS BUREAU WOULD BE HAPPY TO COOPERATE, OF COURSE.

THIS MOVES ME INTO THE MAIN PURPOSE OF MY TALK, WHICH

CONCERNS THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY AND THE CENSUS BUREAU. I HAVE

ALREADY INDICATED THE COMPLEXITIES FACING THE CENSUS BUREAU.

THE LIBRARY SYSTEM, LIKEWISE, HAS EXPANDED ITS RESPONSIBILITIES

TO THE POINT WHERE LIBRARIES NOW SEWE AS MEDIA CENTERS. AND

THIS CREATES FAR-REACHING PROBLEMS FOR BOTH THE BUREAU AND THE

LIBRARY SYSTEM.

WHAT SHOULD YOU OFFER? WHAT SHOULD WE OFFER? IN WHAT FORM?

How DO WE FURNISH YOU WITH THE MOST MEANINGFUL INFORMATION, IN

THE MOST USABLE FORM? How DO WE COPE WITH THE STEADILY INCREASING

DEMAND FOR CENSUS BUREAU INFORMATION BY LIBRARY CUSTOMERS?



THESE QUESTIONS AND OTHERS LED US TO HOLD A MEETING AT

THE CENSUS BUREAU LATE IN MAY WITH LIBRARIANS AND INFORMATION

SCIENTISTS WHO ACTIVELY USE CENSUS PRODUCTS. SEVERAL OF THOSE

WHO ATTENDED THAT MEETING ARE IN THIS AUDIENCE. THIS WAS A

VERY PRODUCTIVE MEETING. MANY GENERAL AND SPECIFIC PROBLEMS

REGARDING CENSUS BUREAU PRODUCTS WERE BROUGHT TO LIGHT. A

NUMBER OF RECOMMENDATIONS WERE MADE WHICH WE ARE EXAMINING,

AND WE WOULD LIKE TO ENLIST YOUR COOPERATION IN HELPING US

SET PRIORITIES.

CONSIDERABLE TIME WAS SPENT AT THE MAY MEETING TALKING

ABOUT THE PROBLEMS WHICH THE BUREAU AND THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY

WILL HAVE TO FACE IN THE FUTURE. A REAL DILEMMA IS LIKELY TO

DEVELOP OVER THE PROLIFERATION OF DATA FROM THE BUREAU,

COMPOUNDED BY THE GROWING SHORTAGE OF PAPER, HIGHER PAPER AND

PRINTING COSTS, AND THE ALREADY FORMIDABLE SHORTAGE OF STORAGE

SPACE WITHIN THE LIBRARIES.

THERE ARE TWO COURSES OF ACTION WHICH WERE DISCUSSED AT

THE MEETING WHICH COULD CONTRIBUTE TO EASING THESE PROBLEMS.

ONE COURSE OF ACTION WOULD BE TO DETERMINE WHAT THE BUREAU CAN

CUT DOWN ON IN ITS PUBLISHED REPORTS FROM THE 1980 CENSUS. IHIS

WILL REQUIRE CAREFUL PLANNING AND A STRONG FEED-BACK SYSTEM

FROM THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY. A VALUABLE AVENUE CAN BE THE 1.980

CENSUS MEETINGS WHICH I MENTIONED A MOMENT AGO. SUCH PLANNING

ALSO COULD WELL BE APPLIED IN ANTICIPATING THE 1977 ECONOMIC

CENSUSES.
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THOSE AT THE MAY MEETING HAD HELPFUL ADVICE ON WHICH

TYPES OF PUBLICATIONS ARE THE MOST USEFUL AND WHICH PUBLICATIONS

ARE NOT BEING USED. THEY HAD ADVICE ON THE PRESENTATION OF

DATA SUCH AS THE NEED FOR MORE COUNTY DATA, NEW TABULATIONS

ON MINORITIES AND THE NEED FOR CERTAIN OTHER DATA WHICH THEY

DON'T HAVE.

THE OTHER COURSE OF ACTION WHICH WAS DISCUSSED AT THE

MEETING TO HELP SOLVE THE. SHORTAGE OF PAPER AND STORALI AND

HIGHER COSTS IS THE GREATER USE OF MICROFORM AND COMPUTER

TAPES. THE LIBRARIANS AND INFORMATION SCIENTISTS AT THE MEETING

ADVISED US THAT USERS GENERALLY DO NOT YET ACCEPT CENSUS DATA

IN MICROFORM. AND, IF WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO RELY ON THESE

CONDENSED FORMS OF DATA, IT WILL TAKE A PROLONGED SELLING JOB

TO GET THEM TO ACCEPT THIS NEW FACT OF LIFE. I CAN REPORT

THAT THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR LESS PRINTED

MATERIAL FROM THE 1980 CENSUS AND MORE MICROFORMS AND MACHINE-

READABLE DATA, SO LET'S START PREPARING OUR SALES PRESENTATION,

THERE WERE MANY TECHNICAL RECOMMENDATIONS MADE AT THE MAY

MEETING WHICH I WILL-NOT GO INTO TODAY. BUT LET ME GIVE YOU

JUST A FEW SUGGESTIONS WHICH EMERGED.

WE WERE REQUESTED TO DO A BETTER JOB IN MEETING OUR PUBLICATION

SCHEDULES. A PLEA WAS ISSUED FOR MORE EFFECTIVE DISTRIBUTION BY

THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, A NEED FOR NEW AND IMPROVED

INDEXING WAS UNDERSCORED. ALSO BETTER SUBJECT FINDERS, TABLES

OF CONTENT AND MORE HELPFUL TABLE TITLES.
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IT WAS RECOMMENDED THAT WE DEVELOP A THESAURUS FOR ALL

CENSUS PUBLICATIONS. WE WERE ASKED TO STUDY HOW TO REDUCE THE

NUMBER OF REELS OF SUMMARY TAPES A USER MUST PURCHASE. AND ON

THE SUBJECT OF SUMMARY TAPES, WE WERE ASKED TO CONSIDER A SUMMARY

TAPE DEPOSITORY LIBRARY PROGRAM AS WELL AS STANDARDS FOR SUMMARY

TAPE PROCESSING CENTERS, AND IPECIAL TRAINING IN BOTH CENSUS

CONTENT AND LARGE FILE TAPE HANDLING FOR OPERATORS OF SUMMARY

TAPE PROCESSING CENTERS.

WE ALSO HAVE BEEN ASKED TO IMPROVE OUR SYSTEM FOR DISSEMINATING

OUR GEOGRAPHIC MATERIALS AND TO ESTABLISH A NOTIFICATION PROGRAM

FOR ANY ERRORS WHICH MAY BE DISCOVERED ON OUR MAPS.

I'M SURE YOU WILL AGREE THAT THIS WAS A VALUABLE DIALOGUE.

IN FACT, WE RAN OUT OF TIME. SO WE DECIDED THAT WE NEEDED TO

CONTINUE OUR DISCUSSION AND WE PICKED TODAY AS THE MOST LIKELY

OPPORTUNITY, I UNDERSTAND THAT AFTER WE ADJOURN FROM THIS

LUNCHEON WE WILL PICK UP WHERE WE LEFT OFF IN MAY. THIS WILL

BE AN OPEN SESSION AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, AND ANY OF YOU

WHO WISH TO JOIN US ARE MOST WELCOME TO DO SO.

WE WISH TO ESTABLISH A CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH THE LIBRARY

COMMUNITY BEYOND TODAY. IN FACT I CAN ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAVE

DEVELOPED DEFINITE PLANS FOR A SEMINAR IN NOVEMBER. THIS WILL

BE SIMILAR TO THE SERIES OF INFORMATIONAL SEMINARS WHICH OUR

DATA USER SERVICES OFFICE HAS BEEN CONDUCTING OVER A PERIOD OF

SEVERAL YEARS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL. DURING

THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 11 THROUGH 15 WE WILL HOLD A SEMINAR IN

WASHINGTON WHICH IS DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF

LIBRARIANS AND INFORMATION SCIENTISTS.
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THIS SEMINAR WILL INCLUDE SPEAKERS FROM THE CENSUS BUREAU

AS WELL AS FROM OTHER FEDERAL STATISTICAL AGENCIES WHO WILL

COVER THEIR OWN ACTIVITIES TO PROVIDE A BROAD PICTURE OF THE

FEDERAL STATISTICAL PROGRAM. SPEAKERS AND RESOURCE PEOPLE WILL

BE AVAILABLE TO MEET WITH PARTICIPANTS ON SPECIFIC PROBLEM AREAS.

WE WILL DISCUSS THE AVAILABILITY AND USE OF FEDERAL

STATISTICS AND JUST AS IMPORTANT, WE WANT TO FOSTER AN EXCHANGE

OF INFORMATION AND IDEAS, WE WILL BE ASKING FOR IDEAS AND

COMMENTS TO FIND OUT HOW THE STATISTICAL AGENCIES CAN DO A

BETTER JOB OF SERVING THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY.

THE BUREAU IS ACTIVELY EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES OF

DEVELOPING A SERIES OF CONFERENCES FOR LIBRARIANS AND INFORMATION

SCIENTISTS ABOVE AND BEYOND THE NOVEMBER MEETING. THESE WOULD

BE HELD IN WASHINGTON AND POTENTIALLY IN OTHER CITIES AS WELL,

WE ENVISION THESE CONFERENCES AS VARYING FROM TWO TO FOUR DAYS,

TO BE ORGANIZED BY DUSO. THEY WOULD BE DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO

BRING PARTICIPANTS UP TO DATE ON THE BUREAU'S MAJOR STATISTICAL

OUTPUT AND THE FORMATS IN WHICH HE DATA ARE AVAILABLE.

IN MAY WE TALKED ABOUT HOW THE BUREAU MIGHT CONTRIBUTE TO

THE TRAINING OF LIBRARIANS IN THE USE OF CENSUS DATA. WE

DISCUSSED WITH A TEACHER OF LIBRARIANS PRESENT AT THE MEETING

THE IDEA OF WORKING WITH LIBRARY TRAINING INSTITUTIONS TO INCLUDE

PERTINENT INFORMATION ON CENSUS DATA AS A BASIC PART OF THE

CURRICULUM. WE WERE INFORMED THAT THERE ARE 54 SUCH 1NSIITUTIONS

WHICH ARE ACCREDITED AND MANY MORE WHICH ARE NOT ACCREDITED.
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NOT ONLY COULD WE REACH THE NEW OR ASPIRING LIBRARIAN

THROUGH THE TEACHING INSTITUTIONS, WE ALSO COULD REACH THE

LIBRARIANS WHO RETURN FOR REFRESHER COURSES WHICH ARE AVAILABLE

THROUGH COLLEGE EXTENSION PROGRAMS. WE WERE INFORMED THAT

THERE IS INCREASING EMPHASIS ON EARNING THE PROPER KIND OF

CREDENTIALS TO BE A QUALIFIED LIBRARIAN SO HOPEFULLY, WE COULD

REACH EACH LIBRARIAN WHO ENTERS THE PROFESSION THROUGH THESE

SCHOOLS.

SOME IDEAS WERE SUGGESTED AT THE MEETING AS TO WHAT SHOULD

BE INCLUDED IN TEACHING LIBRARIANS ABOUT CENSUS DATA. FOR

INSTANCE, THEY SHOULD BE TAUGHT HOW TO ANSWER BOTH SPECIFIC

AND GENERAL QUESTIONS. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO DEVELOP A SET

OF MATERIALS TO USE AS A PERMANENT GUIDE. SUCH A KIT OF MATERIALS

COULD BE USED DURING THE COURSE AND RETAINED FOR LATER USE. IT

WAS SUGGESTED THAT WE DEVELOP CASE STUDIES WHICH COULD SERVE

AS ACTUAL EXAMPLES OF HOW CENSUS DATA CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS WHICH

ARE LIKELY TO OCCUR. ALSO, SOMEONE SUGGESTED THAT LIBRARIANS

BE INFORMED OF WHAT DATA THEY CANNOT OBTAIN FROM THE BUREAU.

THESE SUGGESTIONS CAN BE USEFUL IN COURSES WHICH ARE

TAUGHT BY THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY. THEY ALSO CAN BE USEFUL IN

SEMINARS CONDUCTED BY ThE CENSUS BUREAU.

MEANWHILE WE WILL CONTINUE OUR PRACTICE OF PROVIDING

EXHIBITS AND INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS AT THE VARIOUS LIBRARY

CONFERENCES. IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO, PLEASE STOP BY OUR

EXHIBIT HERE AT THE ALA CONFERENCE.
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I ALSO ASK YOU TO WRITE AT ANY TIME AND GIVE THE BUREAU

YOUR IDEAS DON'T NECESSARILY WAIT FOR A FORMAL MEETING. YOUR

CONTACT AT THE BUREAU IS THE DATA USER SERVICES OFFICE. THE ONLY

WAY WE ARE GOING TO SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS AND INCREASE OUR MUTUAL

UNDERSTANDING AND RAPPORT IS BY PURSUING ANY AND ALL LINES OF

COMMUNICATION.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

# # #


